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This is Emmanuel. 

No, heõs not a witch 

doctor. Heõs one of 

24 first -yr students 

enrolled in either the 

School of Community 

Development (SCD) 

or School of Theology (SOT) programs. 

Heõs quite a character. Not in a bad way, 

but in a way that makes me smile and 

roll my eyes, right as I threaten to beat 

him (the students get a big kick out of 

it when I joke with them in this way).  

During the week of their individual 

speeches, Emmanuel and most of the 

other students met my challenge for 

delivering informative speeches that 

would teach me more about some of the 

West African customs and traditions. 

This was indeed a blessing because al-

though I might sometimes see or hear 

about certain rituals and practices, 

finding a West African willing and able 

to explain whatõs going on or the associ-

ated meanings behind things can be a 

challenge. As well, other expatriates 

may have basic knowledge or under-

standing, but generally their accounts of 

cultural happenings are told from an 

outside perspective, which isnõt always 

accurate. Some students came dressed 

in traditionally clothing, which added a 

memorable visual effect.  

My Oral Communications class is made 

up of mostly Ghanaians, but I also have 

students from Burkina Faso and Nigeria. 

So, you can imagine how insightful it was 

to learn about the Agbadza dance of the 

Ewes, funeral rites, facial tribal marks, 

the pouring of libation and the worship 

of gods, how the Ashanti tribe conducts 

naming ceremonies, the Asafotufiami 

festival of the Adas, enstoolment prac-

tices among Fante kings, and the caste 

system that is still being practiced in 

Burkina Fasoñ-to name a few. There 

were two speeches that really stood out. 

One was about the Hogbetsotso Festival 

celebrated by the Ewes, which 

(supposedly) escaped from a ruler in 

Togo by walking backwards out of the 

town (thereõs more to the story).  

Another speech told of 

marriage practices among the Kambari 

people in Nigeria. A man can approach a 

couple or a woman who has given birth to 

a baby girl and ask to marry her when 

Kimberlyõs February 2009 Newsletter  

My First - year Students  

Oral Communications  

Abraham, Andrew, Delali, Harry and John  

From top left standing: Wooni, Ruth, Majella, 

Theophile, Stephen, Joseph, Mawul, Hannatu, 

Joyce. Seated are Gloria and Lawrence  

Bennett, Mohammad, Emmanuel, Augustine  


